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“Coal Creek” promotional materials
A Library of Congress photograph of a Depression-era coal miner served as the graphical basis for marketing this production. Collat-
eral materials included outdoor boards, banner, magazine ads and YouTube video. (Concept and layouts by Tim Brosnan)

G R E E N V I L L E ’ S  P R O F E S S I O N A L  T H E A T E R

Coal Creek, Tennessee, December, 1910 – Hard work and dangerous for such a young 
boy.  James O’Dell, a greaser and coupler on the tipple of the Cross Mountain Mine, 
Knoxville Iron Co., in the vicinity of Coal Creek. James has been there four months. Helps 
push these heavily loaded cars. Appears to be about 12 or 13 years old.

C E N T R E S T A G E . O R G

– Photograph and caption by Lewis Wickes Hine

This program is funded in part by a grant from the Metropoli-
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port from the National Endowment for the Arts and the John and Susan Bennett 
Memorial Arts Fund of the Coastal Community Foundation of South Carolina. 
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COAL CREEK – January 21-30, 2010

This production of Coal Creek made possible by grants from the
Metropolitan Arts Council, Dramatists Guild of America, The Greenville News

The play takes place in the Cabin Creek/Paint Creek region of West Virginia, 1912.

There will be no intermission. 
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The Company
Jeff Warren (Caleb) last appeared at Centre Stage as multiple charac-
ters in our production of The Dining Room. Favorite roles include Arnold 
in The Boys Next Door, Cletus in Lonestar, Melvin P. Thorpe in The Best Little 
Whorehouse In Texas, and Eddie in Lost In Yonkers. As a radio broadcast-
ing veteran, Jeff has worked as an announcer for various area radio 
stations including WSSL-100, WSPA-FM, and Talk Radio WPEK.

Bruce Meahl (Quinn) last appeared on our stage in The God Committee.  
He also has appeared in productions at the Greenville Little Theatre and 
SC Children’s Theatre.  His credits include: The Baker in Into The Woods 
(GLT), Uncle Max in The Sound of Music (GLT & SCCT), Cogsworth in 
Beauty and The Beast (SCCT) and Frog in A Year With Frog & Toad (SCCT). 

Alyx Clements (Lillian) returns to the stage after a 
short sabbatical. She was last seen in the park get-
ting ship-wrecked in Pericles and terrorizing cast 

and audience in The Miser for Upstate Shakespeare Festival.  She looks 
forward to being indoors for a while and dedicates her performance in 
this production to her good friend Ben Brandeth.

Justin Walker (Joshua) received his BA in theater 
from North Greenville University.  He has appeared 
onstage at The  Warehouse Theatre, South Carolina Children’s Theatre 
and with The Distracted Globe. Most recently, Justin performed in a 
national tour for the Bright Star Touring Theatre of Asheville, NC.

Olivia Wilusz (Anna) is a freshman at Wade Hamp-
ton High School and a first-year theater student 
at the Fine Arts Center. She has studied drama at 

the Governor’s School for the Arts and Humanities’ Discovery Summer 
Program and participated in over 15 shows at the SC Children’s Theatre. 
At Centre Stage, she’s appeared in Clear Lake: The Rock ‘n Roll Reunion, and 
in the 2009 New Play Festival reading of Class Dismissed. 

Brian Haimbach (Director) received his Ph.D. in 
theater (directing/new play development) from University of Georgia. 
Chairman of our New Play Festival, he has worked throughout the coun-
try as a director, actor, singer and dancer. His directing credits include 
The Uncurled Hand (2007 New Play Festival winner), The Legacy (2008 
New Play Festival winner), Hamlet, Marat/Sade, The Exonerated, Amadeus 
and The Rocky Horror Show. Brian has worked with Touchstone Theatre, 
Chicago Dramatists and the O’Neill Playwrights Conference. He is the 

head of the theater program at Greenville Technical College and active in the Association for 
Theatre in Higher Education and the Kennedy Center/American College Theatre Festival.
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The playwright
Walter Thinnes (Playwright) is an early career 
playwright trapped in a later life body.  Despite 
his belated start, he’s received competition 
recognition, readings and/or productions in 
20 different states, The Kennedy Center and 
several Off-Off-Broadway theaters.  Walter is a 
proud member of Actors Equity and the Dra-
matists Guild of America. Several recent read-
ings and workshops have shaped and helped 
develop Coal Creek.  Feedback received from  
New Appalachian Play Festival at ARTS/WEST 
(Athens, Ohio) Playwrights Award (Annapolis, 
Maryland) and Centre Stage audiences, staff 
and playwright-in-residence Jeffrey Sweet dur-
ing the 2009 New Play Festival here resulted in 
the version of Coal Creek now in production. 
One of Walter’s other plays, Willow Grove, was a 
finalist in the 2007 New Play Festival.

The New Play Festival
Our seventh New Play Festival was presented September 14-19, 2009 featuring four 

finalists selected from over 100 works received from playwrights around the country.  Each 
performance was followed by a discussion of the work, led by Brian Haimbach and 2009 
playwright-in-residence Jeffrey Sweet of the Tony Award-winning Victory Gardens Theatre in 
Chicago. On the fifth evening of the Festival, we presented the latest work in development 
by Mr. Sweet.  A discussion with him was held the following morning.  Based on audience 
feedback and critical discussion, Coal Creek was selected as the festival winner.

Our 2010 New Play Festival will be held Sept. 20-24. As they are every year, the 
finalists will be presented in staged readings that are free and open to 
the public.  

“The New Play Festival is a 
rare and valuable opportu-

nity for young playwrights to find their plays and their au-
diences at one and the same time.  My experience at Centre 

Stage was crucial in the development 
of my own script.  In this festival, Centre 

Stage brings one of the most important 
elements of contemporary play develop-

ment to the region.”
– Pulitzer Prize nominee Lee Blessing

2007 NPF Playwright-in-Residence
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By Charles Busch
April 15 - May1 

Directed by Benjamin P. Robinson
Starring BJ Koonce as Laura Keene

Greenville Hospital System University Medical Center

Feb. 18 - March 13Feb. 18 - March 13
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O
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the Paint Creek and Cabin Creek 
coal fields of W

est Virginia dur-
ing the bloody 1912-1914 labor 
w

ar.  Coal Creek is the story of 
one fam

ily’s turm
oil, caught in 

the cross hairs of that struggle.    
The w

inner of our 2009 N
ew

 
Play Festival, W

alter Thinnes’ 

Coal Creek w
as chosen from

 am
ong 

scores of w
orks subm

itted by play-
w

rights across the country. D
irec-

tor Brian H
aim

bach’s cast includes 
Bruce M

eahl, Justin W
alker, Jeff 

W
arren, A

lyx Clem
ents and O

livia 
W

ilusz.
Tickets to this w

orld prem
iere 

production are $10 for adults and 
$5 for students. Show

s Thursday-
Sunday only and all seats reserved. 
For m

ore 
inform

ation, call 
the box offi

ce 
at 233.6733 or 
visit us online at 
centrestage.org.
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jan. 21-30   
233.6733   centrestage.org  501 river st.

You load sixteen tons, and what do you get?

shows thurs-sun only  •   $10 adults, $5 students

Outdoor board (coincidentally paired with subsequent production of Rock ‘n Roll Heaven)
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