Greenville Chautauqua Society’s 2011 Chautauqua Festival

Materials for the festival included direct mail, rack cards, outdoor board, posters, e-blasts, online ads (with video), festival web site and
press kit. Radio and television appearances also were arranged, as were feature articles and an op-ed piece in the Greenville News.

Megaboard outdoor board - Wade Hampton Blvd., Greenville
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2011 festival is food for thought

Ideas that Changed America
features five nationally recognized
historical interpreters June 17-23

Meet the people whose ideas changed
America at the 2011 Chautauqua Festival!
Twenty-nine FREE shows performed
throughout Greater Greenville, Spar-
tanburg and Asheville, NC.

The Festival opens at Greenville’s
renowned Falls Park with John
Muir, father of our National Parks
It then continues with legendary
physicist Albert Einstein (relativ-

ity for everyone!), Frances Perkins
(the woman behind Social Security),
W.E.B. Du Bois (the New Racial Real-
ity) and Mark Twain (America’s first ce-
lebrity). A different show each night, plus
more during the day indoors.
it's immersive, and it costs you absolutely
nothing to attend! Greenville Chautauqua
- History that just won't stay in a book!

« 5 nationally acclaimed interpreters per-
forming individually in historic costume

« 13 evening shows in Greenville,
Asheville (outdoors) and Spartanburg
(indoors)

« 7 daytime indoor shows in Greenville,
Greer, Fountain Inn & Spartanburg

* 4 morning Coffee and Discussions at

Saffron’s West End Cafe, Green-
ville

This year’s personalities

John Muir (1838-1914), Father of our
National Parks, Interpreted by Lee
Stetson

Convinced that
the loss of our
wilderness would
impoverish the very
civilization Ameri-
cans were attempting
to hack out of it,
John Muir fought
for its preservation
and contributed
greatly to the creation
of Yosemite, Sequoia,
Mount Ranier, Petrified Forest and
Grand Canyon National Parks. He
was founder and first president of The

Sierra Club. n
Lee Stetson has
been interpret-
¢ ing the character
of John Muir in
[ ]

Americ

Yosemite National
Park o hundreds
of thousands of
Park visitors since
1983. A gifted
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The Chautauqua experience: back to the future

The first Chautauqua began as an
outdoor adult education program
on Chautauqua Lake in upstate New
York. Similar assemblies sprung up
across North America and, from 1904
through 1932, evolved into massive
Chautauqua tent shows that toured
nationally.

These wildly popular tours featured
music, entertainment, and great
speakers of the day. These Chautau-
qua tours regularly visited Greenville,

Where it all began. Assembly hall, Chautauqua, in NY state

circa 1890s. Glass negative by William Henry Jackson. SC where they set up their distinctive

tents in City (now McPherson) Park.

Today, local communities across
America continue the Chautauqua tra-
dition by presenting scholarly perform-
ers who bring to life historic characters
in free and open public forums.

George Frein, PhD, a founder of the
National Chautauqua Tour revived in
the 19705, terurned Chautauqua to
Greenville in 1999, The Asheville and
Spartanburg Chautauqua festivals are
outgrowths of his work.

Record-breaking turnout for the June 17 Falls Park performance
where approximately 1,100 people attended Lee Stetson’s interpre-
tation of conservationist John Muir.
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